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“Unmute” is one of the most widely-used words- 
of-the-year. The literal and symbolic significance has  
profound meaning as a verb—the act of emergence 
from silence imposed by the pandemic and celebration 
of the voices that are emerging. So when the MFA 
Design Class of 2021 proposed “Unmute” as their 
venture theme and subtitle, the response was  
resoundingly positive—it is a readymade description  
for the release of our 2021’s entrepreneurial bounty. 

There can be no argument that this past year has  
been transformative. Everyone was driven to embrace 
novel methods of learning, teaching and sharing. 
Communication systems that barely existed months 
before the pandemic arrived—Canvas and Miro—came 
to the fore as sharing tools that had to be learned 
from scratch. Rather than being stranded, however, 
Zoom was the lifesaver—like electric generators 
that automatically restore power in a storm. This 
technology enabled classes to proceed remotely, in 
fact, sometimes better than during normalcy. MFA 
Design students and faculty rose to the occasion too, 
with barely a hiccup. Venture 21 Unmute is the proud 
outcome of two intersecting forces: a solid foundation 
of teaching and learning facilitated by extraordinary 
instructors and advisors; and a class of gifted and 
dedicated MFA students who agreed not to allow any 
obstacle obstruct their goal—that is, to create viable 
and sustainable ventures that will make a difference  
to their respective audiences.

We applaud their efforts and gratefully celebrate  
their fortitude and discipline necessary to conceive, 
prototype and fabricate their individual ventures.  
Each one splendidly accomplished in this inspiring time.



Venture 21 is a showcase of 
the undying fervor, creative 
resilience, and lessons from  
the adversity that shook the 
globe. With the combination of 
grace, patience and hard work, 
sixteen design students used 
their two years at MFA Design 
to find sixteen brilliant ways to 
make the earth a better place. 

Some ventures are geared to 
connect: from Vicky Chong’s 
website, Street Jukebox, which 
brings street performers to  
a wider audience to Xi Lu’s app 
Heek, offering young Chinese 
men better skincare. Qun Wang’s 
app, Butter, connects college 
students to services. VAOX 
redefines sports training,  
as Brandon Joseph makes it 
accessible to children.

Other ventures compel us  
to reconsider our views and way 
of living in the 21st century — 
Tiffany Pai’s magazine Lotus  
encourages Asian Americans  
to engage politically. EqualTwo 
is a sustainable streetwear 
brand by Sukanya Bose that 
compels us to rethink waste 
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O and what we find valuable. Fay 
Qiu’s venture, Tang Ren, aims to 
encourage young New Yorkers 
to find a sense of kinship with 
Chinatown and hence re-
invigorate the neighborhood. 
Children of Earth by Rohan 
Rege provides a platform for 
upcoming musicians from 
around the world through a 
curated playlist that celebrates 
cultural diversity.

And some ventures have 
innovated through design  
a new way of experiencing 
systems. Bringing with them 
fresh energy of change. Bill 
Chien’s mobile companion 
Newbie provides guidance  
to incoming international 
students; Neulu, an analog  
kit designed by Eunji Kim,  
helps the elderly understand 
smartphones better and 
battle their fear of advanced 
technology. Ashlyn Stewart 
Cavitt’s app School me brims 
with promise as it introduces 
financial literacy to college  
and high school students. 
Unfork the Earth, a product  
by Michael Kao, campaigns  
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to stop the use of plastic 
cutlery and suggests a new  
way around!

Engaging audiences to enjoy 
the process of creativity is an 
integral part of Catreen Yoon’s  
venture, Axial, helping children 
learn 3D modeling in a fun way. 
Renee Freiha turns cooking 
from a chore to a delight with 
her app Itch in the Kitchen. 
Tracy Huang’s Paper Airplane 
encourages people to start 
writing postcards again, and 
Soyum by Ruolin Feng is a 
platform that brings healthy 
home-cooked Chinese food to 
every kitchen through sessions 
with contemporary chefs!

Together these ventures are 
proof of courage, learning,  
and passion brought forth by 
our very own Class of 2021.  
Please join us for an exciting 
look at what happens when 
design entrepreneurs are 
encouraged to pursue their 
personal strengths and interests 
and are equipped with the  
skills necessary to bring their 
ideas to life.



THE WORK



B R A N D O N  J O S E P H

VAOX 
App

Finding a good coach is the first and 
most important step in practicing 

professional sports. VAOX is a platform that 
combats the privilege in sports by making 

sports training accessible to everyone.

vaox.pro
@vaox_pro

brandonsjoseph.com
brandonjoseph1007@gmail.com

VAOX APP
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Axial is an educational entertainment 
platform that teaches 3D modeling to kids 

through games and videos.

Join the galactic residence of Axial as a 
Maker Cadet and help Mayor May Kim 
realize her dream of building a city of 

Makers in space.

Axial: See Everything From Every Angle.

axialouterspace.com
@axial_outerspace
catreenyoon.com

catreenyoon@gmail.com

C AT R E E N  YO O N

Axial 
Game





S U K A N YA  B O S E

EqualTwo 
Product & Campaign

Is what’s good always right? 
EqualTwo is a streetwear brand that  
makes bags and accessories from 

manufacturing waste in India. The next time 
you want to invest in fashion, you get to 

have the best of both worlds!

www.equaltwo.com
@madeequaltwo
sukanyabose.com

sukanya.bose95@gmail.com





Q U N  W A N G

Butter 
App

Can’t find what you're looking for?
 Butter is a digital marketplace that helps 

college students locate resources through  
a local peer-to-peer network.

barterbutter.com 
@butter.barter

chaoqun-wang.work
hello@chaoqun.design





HEEK believes that skin health is not  
only the manifestation of external beauty, 

but also the most confident and healthy way 
to face the world. We use a credible and 

convenient way to help Chinese men better 
understand their skin conditions. 

heekmen.com
@heek_men

xilu33.net
mynameisxilu@gmail.com

X I  L U

HEEK 
App





Deciding where to go to college 
is one of the first financial decisions that 

students make. School me is an app  
that simplifies the college search process, 
and teaches financial literacy to students  

as they plan for higher education 
and adulthood.

schoolme.app
@schoolme.app
ashlynstew.art

ashlyn.r.stewart@gmail.com

A S H LY N  S T E W A R T  C AV I T T

School me 
App





Street Jukebox is a song-requesting 
platform that invites audience participation 

in street performance. We believe that 
street performers are the soul of the city, 
and our goal is to help street performers 

sustain their income and exposure  
by increasing audience participation.

streetjukebox.com
@streetjukebox
vickychong.com

oh.vickychong@gmail.com

V I C K Y  C H O N G

Street Jukebox 
Platform





We help reduce plastic pollution by 
promoting the use of reusable utensils.  
Our versatile pouch system is ideal for 

taking your eating tools anywhere.

unforktheearth.com
@unforktheearth

michaelkaodesign.com
mckao91@gmail.com

M I C H A E L  K A O

Unfork the Earth 
Campaign & Product





Soyum is a cooking education platform  
that popularizes homemade Chinese 

food through sessions conducted 
by contemporary chefs with unique 

perspectives of Chinese cuisine.  
By transforming intimidation to  

fascination, we bring real Chinese  
food to every kitchen.

soyum.club
@soyum.club 

ruolinf.com
verafengruolin@gmail.com

R U O L I N  F E N G

Soyum 
Platform





How important can a handwritten note  
be for someone, especially when you 

cannot physically meet with them? Write a 
postcard with Paper Airplane today, using  

fun prompts to initiate your writings,  
let them know you love and care.

paperairplanepostcards.com
@paperairplane_postcards

tracyjiayuehuang.com
chrytracy@gmail.com

T R A C Y  H U A N G

Paper Airplane 
Product





Tang Ren is a subscription service that 
brings an authentic Chinatown experience 

to everyone’s doorstep in a delightfully 
designed box. We want to encourage young 

New Yorkers to find a sense of kinship 
with Chinatown, forming a new generation 

of regular visitors who will reinvigorate  
this neighborhood.

tang-ren.org
@tangren_org

fayqiu.com
fayqiudesign@gmail.com

F AY  Q I U

Tang Ren 
Subscription Service





Itch in the Kitchen is a cooking companion 
that brings delight back into your kitchen. 
With simplified instructions of techniques, 
curated lists of podcasts and playlists to 

enjoy while you cook, and recipes from all 
over the world, it won’t be long before you’ll 

be itching to spend time in your kitchen.

itchinthekitchen.com
@itchinthekitchen
reneefreiha.com

freiharenee@gmail.com

R E N E E  F R E I H A

Itch in the Kitchen 
App





Lotus is a quarterly political publication  
by and for Asian-American youth.  

It encourages civic and political engagement 
by spotlighting activists in the field. In  

doing so, it seeks to grow the next 
generation of Asian-American leaders.

thelotusmag.com
tiffany-pai.com

tpaidraws@gmail.com

T I F F A N Y  P A I

Lotus 
Publication





Children of Earth is an online radio show 
celebrating the planet through music.

We believe that every individual has the 
potential to truly find themselves, and  
face life ready to turn good intentions  

into actions.

childrenof.earth
rohanrege.com

info@rohanrege.com

R O H A N  R E G E

Children of Earth 
Radio





Neulu is a series of instruction kits  
to help the elderly navigate their 

smartphones easily. By reducing their fears 
of using smartphones, Neulu provides 

confidence and a new way to be connected 
with their loved ones. 

neulu.com
eun-ji.com

elin.eunji@gmail.com

E U N J I  K I M

Neulu 
Analog Kits





Newbie is a mobile companion that 
supports sojourners as they adjust to living 

in New York City. It provides guidance 
in anticipating an international student’s 

journey so that they can calmly enjoy the 
new chapter of their life.

newbie.guide
@newbie.guide

billchien.net
hey@billchien.net

B I L L  C H I E N

Newbie 
App
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Kevin Brainard
Debra Bishop
Ron Callahan
Lauren Cantor
Allan Chochinov
Tim Cohan
Brian Collins
Justin Colt
Stephen Doyle
Jose Fresneda
Jane Fujita
Steven Heller
Deborah Hussey
Fred Kahl
Jennifer Kinon
Warren Lehrer
Bobby Martin
Frank Martinez
Marc Rabinowitz
Stefan Sagmeister
Edwin Schlossberg

Lita Talarico
Gael Towey
Sue Walsh
Amy Wang
Ada Whitney
Willy Wong
Milton Glaser (1929 – 2020)
Keith Goddard (1938 – 2020)

Advisors
Nancy Bacich
John Carlin
Adam Chaloeicheep
Seung Min Chung
Tim Cohan
Daniel Edmundson
Josh Hester
Jennifer Kinon
Joanna Kuczek
John Kudos
Bobby Martin 
Victor Ng
Andy Pratt
Marc Rabinowitz

The MFAD Class of 2021  
would like to thank the 
following people for their 
wisdom and support.

 Faculty  
2020/ 21

Nick Ace 
Deborah Adler 
Braulio Amado
Michael Amzalag 
Gail Anderson 
Paola Antonelli 
Mathias Augustyniak 
Ken Carbone 
Josh Clark 
Tom Crabtree
Douglas Davis 
Design Bridge 
Louise Fili 
Laura Forde 
Hugh Francis 
Milton Glaser 
Dorothy Globus
John Jay 
Maria Kalman 
Pum Lefebure 
Alex Lin 
Angelina Lippert
Giorgia Lupi 
Ross MacDonald 
Saki Mafundikwa 
Suzanne McKenzie 
Felipe Memoria	
Serifcan Ozcan 
Jesse Reed
Michael Rock 
Jeff Scher 
Jong Woo Si 
Bonnie Siegler 
Marta Mateu Vilalta 

Matt Willey 
Robert Wong 
Eric Zimmerman

Special 
Thanks
David Rhodes, President
Anthony Rhodes,  
Executive Vice President 
Milton Glaser (1929 – 2020),
Acting Chairman
Christopher Cyphers,  
Provost 

A massive thanks to co-chairs  
Steven Heller and Lita Talarico, 
director of technology Ron 
Callahan, and director of 
operations Veronika Golova. 
Additional thanks to Ada 
Whitney for going above and 
beyond in helping all of us 
prepare for Thesis Forum.

We would also like to extend 
a heartfelt appreciation to 
our friends and families who 
encouraged and supported  
us while we worked to bring  
our ventures to life. We could 
not have done it with you.

 Guest 
Lecturers
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