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There can be no argument that this past year has

been transformative. Everyone was driven to embrace
novel methods of learning, teaching and sharing.
Communication systems that barely existed months
before the pandemic arrived—Canvas and Miro—came
to the fore as sharing tools that had to be learned
from scratch. Rather than being stranded, however,
Zoom was the lifesaver—like electric generators

that automatically restore power in a storm. This

“Unmute” is one of the most widely-used words-
of-the-year. The literal and symbolic significance has
profound meaning as a verb—the act of emergence
from silence imposed by the pandemic and celebration
of the voices that are emerging. So when the MFA
Design Class of 2021 proposed “Unmute” as their
venture theme and subtitle, the response was
resoundingly positive—it is a readymade description
for the release of our 2021’s entrepreneurial bounty.

F R 0 M technology enabled classes to proceed remotely, in
fact, sometimes better than during normalcy. MFA
Design students and faculty rose to the occasion too,
with barely a hiccup. Venture 21 Unmute is the proud
outcome of two intersecting forces: a solid foundation
of teaching and learning facilitated by extraordinary
instructors and advisors; and a class of gifted and
dedicated MFA students who agreed not to allow any
obstacle obstruct their goal—that is, to create viable
and sustainable ventures that will make a difference
to their respective audiences.

We applaud their efforts and gratefully celebrate

their fortitude and discipline necessary to conceive,
prototype and fabricate their individual ventures.

Each one splendidly accomplished in this inspiring time.
STEVEN HELLER & LITA TALARICO




A MANIFENTO

Venture 21is a showcase of
the undying fervor, creative
resilience, and lessons from
the adversity that shook the
globe. With the combination of
grace, patience and hard work,
sixteen design students used
their two years at MFA Design
to find sixteen brilliant ways to
make the earth a better place.

Some ventures are geared to
connect: from Vicky Chong’s
website, Street Jukebox, which
brings street performers to

a wider audience to Xi Lu’s app
Heek, offering young Chinese
men better skincare. Qun Wang’s
app, Butter, connects college
students to services. VAOX
redefines sports training,

as Brandon Joseph makes it
accessible to children.

Other ventures compel us

to reconsider our views and way
of living in the 21st century —
Tiffany Pai’s magazine Lotus
encourages Asian Americans

to engage politically. EqualTwo
is a sustainable streetwear
brand by Sukanya Bose that
compels us to rethink waste

and what we find valuable. Fay
Qiu’s venture, Tang Ren, aims to
encourage young New Yorkers
to find a sense of kinship with
Chinatown and hence re-
invigorate the neighborhood.
Children of Earth by Rohan
Rege provides a platform for
upcoming musicians from
around the world through a
curated playlist that celebrates
cultural diversity.

And some ventures have
innovated through design

a new way of experiencing
systems. Bringing with them
fresh energy of change. Bill
Chien’s mobile companion
Newbie provides guidance
to incoming international
students; Neulu, an analog
kit designed by Eunji Kim,
helps the elderly understand
smartphones better and
battle their fear of advanced
technology. Ashlyn Stewart
Cavitt’s app School me brims
with promise as it introduces
financial literacy to college
and high school students.
Unfork the Earth, a product
by Michael Kao, campaigns

CLASS OF 2021

to stop the use of plastic
cutlery and suggests a new
way around!

Engaging audiences to enjoy
the process of creativity is an
integral part of Catreen Yoon'’s
venture, Axial, helping children
learn 3D modeling in a fun way.
Renee Freiha turns cooking
from a chore to a delight with
her app Itch in the Kitchen.
Tracy Huang’s Paper Airplane
encourages people to start
writing postcards again, and
Soyum by Ruolin Feng is a
platform that brings healthy
home-cooked Chinese food to
every kitchen through sessions
with contemporary chefs!

Together these ventures are
proof of courage, learning,
and passion brought forth by
our very own Class of 2021.
Please join us for an exciting
look at what happens when
design entrepreneurs are
encouraged to pursue their
personal strengths and interests
and are equipped with the
skills necessary to bring their
ideas to life.
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BRANDON JOSEPH

YAOX

Finding a good coach is the first and
most important step in practicing
professional sports. VAOX is a platform that
combats the privilege in sports by making
sports training accessible to everyone.

Vaox.pro
@vaox_pro
brandonsjoseph.com
brandonjoseph1007@gmail.com
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The only thing greater than

sport is the spirit that rises from it.




CATREEN YOON

Axial

Axial is an educational entertainment
platform that teaches 3D modeling to kids
through games and videos.

Join the galactic residence of Axial as a
Maker Cadet and help Mayor May Kim
realize her dream of building a city of
Makers in space.

Axial: See Everything From Every Angle.

axialouterspace.com
@axial_outerspace
catreenyoon.com
catreenyoon@gmail.com







SUKANYA BOSE

kqualTwo

Is what’s good always right?
EqualTwo is a streetwear brand that
makes bags and accessories from
manufacturing waste in India. The next time
you want to invest in fashion, you get to
have the best of both worlds!

www.equaltwo.com
@madeequaltwo
sukanyabose.com
sukanya.bose95@gmail.com
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Bags. Not Baggage.




QUN WANG

Butter

Can’t find what you're looking for?
Butter is a digital marketplace that helps
college students locate resources through
a local peer-to-peer network.

barterbutter.com
@butter.barter
chaoqun-wang.work
hello@chaoqun.design

butter

Let someoneelse

other than Dan

Smith teach you
‘ the guitar

with butter

Your study b

not your bug
anymore?






Xl LU

HEEK
o

HEEK believes that skin health is not
only the manifestation of external beauty,
but also the most confident and healthy way
to face the world. We use a credible and
convenient way to help Chinese men better
understand their skin conditions.

heekmen.com
@heek_men
xilu33.net
mynameisxilu@gmail.com
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ASHLYN STEWART CAVITT

School me

Deciding where to go to college
is one of the first financial decisions that
students make. School me is an app
that simplifies the college search process,
and teaches financial literacy to students
as they plan for higher education
and adulthood.

schoolme.app
@schoolme.app
ashlynstew.art
ashlyn.r.stewart@gmail.com
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You need-more.
than photos—
of people
smiling in a
library to decide
where to go to
college®




Hunter College

New York, NY

& Your Cost of Attendance

$6,813/year

$2,000
Housing  §3,645
$1,168

# Application Info

1290/33
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Hunter College

New York, NY

Stony Brook University

Stony Brook, NY

Daemen College

Amherst, NY

Clarkson University

Potsdam, NY

Long Island University 50%
- Brooklyn Campus

Brooklyn, NY

941 all 7 -

Welcome back,
Lauren.

300 days until graduation E

Current Tasks
Submit the FASFA —
Second attempt at ACT/SAT —
Talk to admission counselor —
SEE COMPLETED TASKS SEE ALL TASKS

School me on...
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the mail.

What is an

unsubsidized loan?

FRANKIE

An unsubsidized loan
means that your loan will
start accumulating
interest while you are in
school.

With a unsubsidized loan
you should start making
monthly payments while
you are in school, It
probably won't be very
much, just don't forget to
doit!!

/ '/ [/
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How much will my
payment be every
month?

Start your
school search

Q | =
My top matches o

Schools that are close to me -3



VICKY CHONG

reet Jukehox

Street Jukebox is a song-requesting
platform that invites audience participation
in street performance. We believe that
street performers are the soul of the city,
and our goal is to help street performers
sustain their income and exposure
by increasing audience participation.

streetjukebox.com
@streetjukebox
vickychong.com
oh.vickychong@gmail.com

Live Again!
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Create Account
: Sign In
Jun 29, 2021 ®

Show account summary

~

Confusion

Money Fountain

\

Jun, 2021 (Ena )

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
25 26 27 28 29 30 3

$245

12:00 -
412 PM

Central Park Central Park
W istoric West Historic
District, 10021 District, 10021

>
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Account
Summary

Monthiy earnings

$6,400

A 29 last month

Display your code

The QR code will direct audiences to your
repertoire, and they start requesting
songs from there,

Order Starter Kit

Email me a copy

'@ I

Create Account

Sign In

'a I

00:02:15
You're performing

All Is Found

To Hannah E

“| love you! My little princess.”

From George

No request

e

\__cower )
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Request list

o No More Words
Jane

o2 Duniyaa

Noma

s Bumble
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MICHAEL KAO

nfork the Eart

We help reduce plastic pollution by
promoting the use of reusable utensils.
Our versatile pouch system is ideal for

taking your eating tools anywhere.

unforktheearth.com
@unforktheearth
michaelkaodesign.com
mckao91@gmail.com

-¢5< UNFORK THE EARTH
I\J VY

Ocean, View, VA
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TAKE YOUR
TOPLASTIC UTENSILS OUT
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RUOLIN FENG

SOyUm

Soyum is a cooking education platform
that popularizes homemade Chinese
food through sessions conducted
by contemporary chefs with unique
perspectives of Chinese cuisine.

By transforming intimidation to
fascination, we bring real Chinese
food to every kitchen.

soyum.club
@soyum.club
ruolinf.com
verafengruolin@gmail.com




Book Shop Login @ Q 6@

. Tonifying
*Cooking

Learn how to use Traditional Chinese Medicine (']‘CM)’ﬂ)eom'fresh: produce,

seasonality, and individual constitutions to help adjustimbalances and achieve:
optimal health through delicious foods and drinks.

zoevaone | Book A Class —




TRACY HUANG

Paper Alrplane

How important can a handwritten note
be for someone, especially when you
cannot physically meet with them? Write a
postcard with Paper Airplane today, using
fun prompts to initiate your writings,
let them know you love and care.

paperairplanepostcards.com
@paperairplane_postcards
tracyjiayuehuang.com
chrytracy@gmail.com







FAY QlU

Tang Ren

Tang Ren is a subscription service that
brings an authentic Chinatown experience
to everyone’s doorstep in a delightfully
designed box. We want to encourage young
New Yorkers to find a sense of kinship
with Chinatown, forming a new generation
of regular visitors who will reinvigorate
this neighborhood.

tang-ren.org
@tangren_org
fayqiu.com
fayqiudesign@gmail.com
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RENEE FREIHA

tchin the Kitchen

Itch in the Kitchen is a cooking companion
that brings delight back into your kitchen.
With simplified instructions of techniques,
curated lists of podcasts and playlists to
enjoy while you cook, and recipes from all
over the world, it won’t be long before you'll
be itching to spend time in your kitchen.

itchinthekitchen.com
@itchinthekitchen
reneefreiha.com
freiharenee@gmail.com

SOMETIMES,

ITCH
IN THE
KITCHEN

THE SIMPLEST WAY




2 thsp
harissa paste

p tomato
d with
1 tsp of chili

1 tsp cumin
powder

NB_anu enica

NEXT
2 @
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CHEESECAKE

BY SUKANYA BOSE

FREP: 20 MIN COOK: 1 HR 10 MIN
TOTAL TIME: 1.5 HR lEFFORT #e C

RAMEN

BY NADINE GHATTAS

PREP: 20 MINSCOOK: 1 HR 10 MIN

TOTAL TIME: 1 HR 30 MIN EFFORT ®

Listen

1 hour and 45 minutes of eclectic
sounds from the Middle East.

HOMEMADE ©

BY WARDINI

PREP: 1 HRECOOK: 1 HR

TOTAL TIME: 4 HR EFFORT eec

Background Q

Harissa comes from the
Arabic verb ‘harasa’,
meaning to pound or break
into little pieces.

Originally from Tunisia, it is made of
nd a

|

o3

Cut into bite-sized
bits, separating the
leaves and stems.

| EGGS

BY LYNNE ZAKHOUR

PREP: 5 MIN  COOK: 5 MIN
TOTAL TIME: 10 MINMEFFORT ®c o

Listen

Curated lists of pod
and playlists that la
long a yrep and cook time.

THE STATE
OF TUNISIA




TIFFANY PAI

Lotus

Lotus is a quarterly political publication
by and for Asian-American youth.

It encourages civic and political engagement
by spotlighting activists in the field. In
doing so, it seeks to grow the next
generation of Asian-American leaders.

thelotusmag.com
tiffany-pai.com
tpaidraws@gmail.com




A huge thank you to all
the talented folks who
contributed to our
inaugural issue.

Contents

SARULA
BAO

Hlustrator
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EUNJI KIM

Neulu
Analog Kits

Neulu is a series of instruction kits
to help the elderly navigate their
smartphones easily. By reducing their fears
of using smartphones, Neulu provides
confidence and a new way to be connected
with their loved ones.

neulu.com
eun-ji.com
elin.eunji@gmail.com
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BILL CHIEN “EWBIE
Depariment of Homeland Sccurity

Name US. Immigration sed Castonn Enforcen
C New SIM SEVIS ID: N0004720633

°
Zheng Jian g for new life. oA ik
Phone brubipliol bty e ave
415 926 1021 ;

Address

100 Unknown Street
Brooklyw, NY 11201  far parnesd pes s
;ﬂ 4, OFFICIAL TO OONTACT UPON A
Imn(:nmnrm‘o\'
[FmocaTION LEvEL

ENGLISH PROFICIENCY
‘“l"’ﬂ'fh(m!

&
FINANCIALS

ESTIMATED ANERAGE DOSTS FOR: # 00

Newbie is a mobile companion that
supports sojourners as they adjust to living
in New York City. It provides guidance
in anticipating an international student’s
journey so that they can calmly enjoy the
new chapter of their life.

newbie.guide
@newbie.guide
billchien.net
hey@billchien.net




Keep going,
Ellen! - 2 sk €  TRANSPORTATION

(@)

NYC

NEWBIE ORIGINAL

NYC Survival
Basics

The most basic, comprehensive guide
for your survival needs in New York Ciry—
transportation, grocery, banking, medical
care, etc. A must read.

-0

Uptown, Downtown

ACTION ITEMS

Get Visa O

Housing o

STARRED

(©)

Ma

Manhattan can be divided into three areas:
Uptown, Midtown, Downtown.

Get F-1 Visa

Visa is the ticket to enter US. Here are
the things we need to do.

€ NYC SURVIVAL BASICS

Subway Map

Transportation

o Recieve |-20 Form
° Take visa photo
Complete application
Pay |1-901 Fee
Schedule interview

Visit U.S. embassy

Car Share






Faculty
2020/2

Kevin Brainard
Debra Bishop
Ron Callahan
Lauren Cantor
Allan Chochinov
Tim Cohan

Brian Collins
Justin Colt
Stephen Doyle
Jose Fresneda
Jane Fujita
Steven Heller
Deborah Hussey
Fred Kahl
Jennifer Kinon
Warren Lehrer
Bobby Martin
Frank Martinez
Marc Rabinowitz
Stefan Sagmeister
Edwin Schlossberg

Lita Talarico

Gael Towey

Sue Walsh

Amy Wang

Ada Whitney

Willy Wong

Milton Glaser (1929—2020)
Keith Goddard (1938—2020)

Advisors

Nancy Bacich
John Carlin

Adam Chaloeicheep
Seung Min Chung
Tim Cohan

Daniel Edmundson
Josh Hester
Jennifer Kinon
Joanna Kuczek
John Kudos
Bobby Martin
Victor Ng

Andy Pratt

Marc Rabinowitz

(ruest

Lecturers

Nick Ace
Deborah Adler
Braulio Amado
Michael Amzalag
Gail Anderson
Paola Antonelli
Mathias Augustyniak
Ken Carbone
Josh Clark

Tom Crabtree
Douglas Davis
Design Bridge
Louise Fili

Laura Forde
Hugh Francis
Milton Glaser
Dorothy Globus
John Jay

Maria Kalman
Pum Lefebure
Alex Lin
Angelina Lippert
Giorgia Lupi
Ross MacDonald
Saki Mafundikwa
Suzanne McKenzie
Felipe Memoria
Serifcan Ozcan
Jesse Reed
Michael Rock
Jeff Scher

Jong Woo Si
Bonnie Siegler
Marta Mateu Vilalta

Matt Willey
Robert Wong
Eric Zimmerman

special
Thanks

David Rhodes, President
Anthony Rhodes,
Executive Vice President
Milton Glaser (1929—2020),
Acting Chairman
Christopher Cyphers,
Provost

A massive thanks to co-chairs
Steven Heller and Lita Talarico,
director of technology Ron
Callahan, and director of
operations Veronika Golova.
Additional thanks to Ada
Whitney for going above and
beyond in helping all of us
prepare for Thesis Forum.

We would also like to extend
a heartfelt appreciation to
our friends and families who
encouraged and supported
us while we worked to bring
our ventures to life. We could
not have done it with you.
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